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Begin by calling her at five in the morning. Every
day. When she answers the phone in a groggy
voice, claim you forgot the time change. Enlist
help from all of your family members. Start a
morning phone call rotation schedule and keep it
in a spreadsheet. Ask MamaSligh to call Monday
at five a.m., Aunt Jan to call on Tuesday at five
a.m., and so forth. If your daughter becomes too
sleepy to go to work, perhaps she will get fired
and return to North Carolina.

LOCKIE HUNTER had three essays make it to the final round
of consideration for the 2022 Alex Albright Creative Nonfiction
Prize. Read the other two in the fall 2022 and 2023 issues of NCLR
Online. The author serves as associate producer of the poetry
and prose radio program Wordplay on 103.3 FM in Asheville
and is a past recipient of a North Carolina Arts Council grant.
She holds an MFA in creative writing from Emerson College in
Boston and has taught creative writing at Warren Wilson College.
Her work has appeared in many periodicals, including Brevity,
Christian Science Menitor, McSweeney's Internet Tendency, and
Blue Mountain Review.

) How to Support Your Daughter
When She Mowes to San Francisco

BY LOCKIE HUNTER

Tell her that vou heard on Fox News that
parts of San Francisco are going to fall into the
ocean. Any day now. It’s true. You think it was the
Sean Hannity show. Regardless, it’s one of those
news shows. She should be careful.

Tell her that you heard that there is no clean
water in San Francisco. It’s true. She should be
careful if she drinks any water in the city limits.

Tell her you heard on Fox News that in ad-
dition to Covid and the AIDS epidemic, which
is rampant out there, Hepatitis C and even the
chickenpox are making a comeback in San Fran-
cisco. It’s a city full of disease. It’s true. You would

not be surprised if the Black Plague resurfaces in
California.

When she says she has something important
to tell you, tell her you have something important
to tell her. Tell her about your garden. She needs
to know about the wandering daylilies! They are
propagating on their own, jumping to new beds,
running away, invading the marigolds.

Decide to visit her.

When she picks you up at the airport, ask her
if people don't wear bras in San Francisco.

Ask her if they sell hairbrushes in the stores.

PAUL GEMPERLINE retired from East Carolina University in 2022
after a career there, beginning in 1982 as a tenure-track professor
of Chemistry, advancing through the academic ranks, and then,
serving as Dean of the Graduate School from 2008 to 2022.
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Ask her if she misses North Carolina.
Ask her if she misses the luxurious green of spring and the dogwood
petals that litter the sidewalk in front of your house.




